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The home's new entry leads guests into
the gracious living room. A custom glass-
topped table and Hickory Chair sofa sit on

a woven rug from Regency Royale.



A wall of bronze-toned windows and doors and a

new tongue-and-groove ceiling link the redesigned
living room to the patio. A chimney bump out and
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molding grid add depth to the fireplace wall while
oak floors—restained with a timeless medium
brown finish—flow throughout the main level.

In Salt Lake City, fresh design and an updated floor
plan breathe new life into a 1950s ranch home.

BY BRAD MEE PHOTOS BY SCOT ZIMMERMAN
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Hodson chose painted rather than stained kitchen cabinets
to best pair with the oak floors. “More wood tones would have
been overkill,” he says. Small Calacatta marble tiles dress the

backsplash and extend to the ceiling behind the sink. Banded
commercial carpet runners and Caesarstone countertops
deliver high style and low maintenance to the small room.
Below: New stair rails and banisters open the dining room
to the stairway. A grid of molding like that in the living room
is repeated here, visually linking the two spaces.

hen a retired couple in Salt Lake City decided to revamp their 1950s ranch-
style residence, they knew it would take much more than reupholstering a sofa
or repainting a wall. Located in the quiet St. Mary’s neighborhood, the mod-
estly sized home had a list of challenges making it ripe for a major remodel: an
odd floor plan, dysfunctional spaces, old features and a dated décor. “It was a
mess,” says designer Gregg Hodson. Solving the home’s problems without add-
ing to its footprint, the designer transformed the 2,600-square-foot dwelling
into a showplace of livability.

Hodson began by evaluating the flow and existing functions of each space
before going to work. “The floor plan was noticeably awkward,” says Hodson,
who repositioned walls on both of the home’s two levels to ease movement
throughout and to create more usable spaces. “In a small home, every room
needs to earn its keep,” he says.
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Expanded from the bottom, the dining' room’s:
enlarged window adds light and grace toithe’,
once plain space. Hodson expertly-curated aF’_f. i
above the console. “A collection of small piecess i
adds texture and dimension to a room decorated - -
with otherwise large pieces,” he says.
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Top left: A new kitchenette sits at the end of the lower-level family
room where a dark storage space once resided. Enlarged windows
and expanded window wells allow light to fill the area.

Left: Hodson installed a new firebox but retained the original
stone wall. “I love the rumpus room feel it creates,” he says.

BEFORE
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On the main level, Hodson redirected the entry into the liv-
ing room rather than down an existing hall that oddly bisected
the main level. He also removed a wall that enclosed a dark,
descending stairwell and replaced it with open railing that
allows light to flow from the adjoining dining room into the
stairway leading to the lower level. Downstairs, he converted a
maze of small dark spaces into a large inviting family room, as
well as a children’s playroom and comfortable guest quarters.
The designer enlarged windows and expanded window wells

to flood these rooms with light, making the once dim base-

ment look and feel like a bright garden-level retreat.
New enlarged windows update the main level with equal impact.
“We had to replace the old windows anyway, so I thought why not

Built-in cabinetry provides storage
and display space while hiding
support posts. Hodson added
dropped ceiling beams to create
overhead dimension and covered the
ceiling in wood-patterned wallpaper
to foster the room’s cozy feel.

create larger windows that are more gracious than the original long,
narrow versions from the ’50s,” Hodson explains. The metal-clad
wood windows deliver shots of “wow” to spaces throughout, per-
haps nowhere more dramatically than in the living room.

Once serving as a little-used sitting room for the holidays,
the revitalized living room now performs as the hub of the
home and opens to a spacious patio, not through outmoded
aluminum-framed glass sliders, but rather through what
appears to be a wall of new French doors. One door opens as
expected while the others are actually framed windows with
affixed handles to replicate doors. “The space couldn’t accom-
modate three working doors, but I wanted it to look like they
all opened to the patio,” Hodson says.

SPRING 2015



RANCH DRESSING

. Open vanity storage and a limited material
palette of natural stone, dark cabinets and
quartz countertops make this small guest
bathroom feel larger.

. Gregg Hodson, principal of Gregg Hodson
Interior Design, SLC

. Custom cabinetry provides storage and a hiding
place for the vestibule's washer and dryer. A
new skylight fills the area with natural light.

. A light-filled playroom replaced a storage
space in the once dark basement.

. Hodson painted new windows a dark bronze
tone to make them appear more substantial.

. Small Calacatta marble tiles dress the
backsplash behind the kitchen sink.

. A glass-front storage chest replaced a built-in
closet in a newly expanded basement hallway.

. Bright yellow twin beds and a large window well
brighten a lower level bedroom.
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The designer performed similar sleight of hand on the
living room’s lackluster flat-faced fireplace. He created the
illusion of depth by popping out the fireplace chimney
three inches and then adding a mantel and hearth to the
extension. “It looks more stately and substantial,” says
Hodson, who then designed a grid of molding that serves
as modern paneling that updates the fireplace’s feature
wall. Visually the treatment expands the room both verti-
cally and horizontally. On the ceiling, Hodson installed
tongue-and-groove paneling that replicates the paneling
above the adjoining patio and decoratively links the two
living areas together.

Hodson flowed this fresh, timeless design—and mid-tone
oak floors—from the living room into the nearby dining
room and the completely remodeled kitchen beyond. There,

FOR MORE DETAILS, SEE SOURCES (PAGE 119)

dark painted cabinets, stainless steel appliances and white
Caesarstone countertops give the small room a decidedly
modern, yet classic, style.

A short hall leads to a vestibule that unites a revamped
home office, master suite, guest bedroom and hallway
bathroom. A new skylight brightens the vestibule where
new cabinets house as well as hide the washer and dryer.
“We wanted it to look and feel like a nice room, not a walk-
through laundry,” Hodson says.

The homeowners are quick to praise Hodson for bringing
new life to every room of their old abode. Without expanding
the modest home, he significantly improved it both aestheti-
cally and functionally. Of course, that was the designer’s plan
all along. As Hodson explains, “Now the house not only looks
new, it lives new as well.” USD

The refreshed patio
serves the living room
and master suite. New

bronze-colored windows
and doors frame the
openings. “This space
grows the whole house,”
Hodson says. “It's like we
added a new room.”
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